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As Harvard Professor of Chinese and Inner
Asian History Mark Elliott tells it, his path
to what is today called “New Qing History”
was an indirect one. By the time he came to
study under Beatrice Bartlett at Yale,
Professor Elliott had already developed an
interest in the Manchus and Manchuria in
the twentieth century, having studied abroad
in Liaoning. At Yale he also learned of the
existence of a huge amount of unstudied
Manchu-language sources from the Qing
dynasty. The prevailing scholarly wisdom
of the time held that these sources were
probably not much more than simple
duplications of corresponding Chinese-
language sources. But his professor doubted
the common knowledge, and suggested
Professor Elliott begin studying Manchu
intensively, so that he could take advantage
of the increasing opening of mainland

China’s archives to Western scholars.

This advice would take Professor Elliott
first to Harvard to study Manchu under one
of the few American scholars with a
thorough understanding of the language,
and then to UC Berkeley and Tokyo to do
the same. With a smile, he describes the
serendipity of this process: “it was the kind
of advice you get from teachers to which, at
the time, you respond by saying, ‘Okay,
yeah!” And then your whole life is changed
later on.” To this college senior, that is a

reassuring story!
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However, Professor Elliott’s lighthearted description
belies the extent to which he and other advocates of New
Qing History have challenged the conventional wisdom
he encountered early in his career. Professor Elliott
identifies three key elements of New Qing History. First,
the New Qing History perspective is a decentering one,
which looks at history from the standpoint of the frontier,
or from the outside looking in rather than from the inside
looking out. Second, one can only achieve this
perspective by taking into account as much as possible
non-Chinese-language sources, like the Manchu-
language Qing sources that Professor Elliott began his
career studying. Third, in addition to being a perspective
from the periphery, the New Qing History perspective
sees Chinese history as necessarily comparative, and as

being a strand of a global history.

But the New Qing History perspective has an
international history of its own. Professor Elliott notes
the similarities of New Qing History to the work of early
twentieth century scholars in China and Japan, which
also focused on frontiers and made extensive use of non-
Chinese language sources. Modern New Qing Historians
thus follow in the footsteps of those early twentieth
century scholars by trying not to use the modern concept
of the nation-state to understand premodern history.
Perhaps even more important, though, these principles
also inspire international scholarly interaction today.
China, Japan, the United States, and other countries all
host scholars who, like Professor Elliott and Harvard-
Yenching Institute visiting scholar Ge Zhaoguang, take as
a major goal the “disaggregation” of Chinese imperial

history and Chinese national history.
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Professor Elliott naturally incorporates this perspective, in
all its complexities, into the courses he teaches. This
semester as well as in past semesters, Professor Elliott is
teaching a General Education course, Societies of the World
45: Beyond the Great Wall: China and the Nomadic Frontier.
As its title suggests, the course helps undergraduates to “tell
a different kind of history of China.” Returning to his
scholarly roots in the Manchu language, Professor Elliott is
also teaching a course on Manchu documents, and in this
course as well the unique perspective of New Qing History
is evident. Among other sources, students read the memoir,
written in Manchu, of a Qing bannerman who lived in
Xinjiang in the 1920s. The history of China in the 20t
century is rarely told to include the kinds of stories this
source material provides, including the author’s description
of meeting and befriending local Xibe people. In addition,
Professor Elliott and the students in this course are working
together on translating, and hopefully publishing, the
correspondence of two midlevel Qing officials who lived in

the early 19th century.

On top of these courses, Professor Elliot advises several
independent study projects, is helping several students
prepare for their general exams, and is an advisor to four
dissertations to be completed this semester. In addition to
revealing a packed schedule, these courses and projects
suggest the growing importance of the New Qing History
perspective. Even in my own history classes, most of which
have not focused on the Qing dynasty, the New Qing History
perspective was regarded as a key school of thought for
understanding Chinese history more broadly. Professor
Elliott’s experience not only highlights the interesting
idiosyncrasies of individual career paths, but also
demonstrates historians’ ability to significantly influence the
views many people have of history as well as of the modern

world.
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Interview Prof. Xiaofei Tian

Introduction

Professor Tian Xiaofei, is a professor of Chinese Literature in the Department
of East Asian Languages and Civilizations. Professor Tian grew up in Harbin,
Heilongjiang to educator parents. Her father was a professor at the University
of Heilongjiang and editor of a literary magazine, and her mother was a high
school teacher. Professor Tian recounted that her childhood upbringing was
quite traditional, with a strong emphasis on education. She noted that her
study of traditional Tang dynasty poems as well as other ancient Chinese
literature stimulated her intellectual curiosity. This interest eventually led her
to pursue a degree at Beijing University in English Literature. Eventually,
Professor Tian would receive her in doctorate in comparative literature at
Harvard.

Today, Professor Tian has a wide range of interests but her current area of
research is on early medieval Chinese literature and cultural history (Six
Dynasties). This era is of particular interest to her because the language is a
barrier to its study. Furthermore, the Six Dynasties is a time period of great
change as different religions such as Daoism, and Buddhism began to enter
the realm of Chinese society. In Professor Tian’s opinion, this splendid period
is one that is very liberal and one that has left an indelible impact on Chinese
culture and history. In addition to her general interest in traditional Chinese
literature, she also teaches a class in Chinese called Art and Violence in the
Cultural Revolution in the fall.

T)&:FOA"&M&V\& of East Asian Languages and Civilizations, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
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When I asked Professor Tian regarding her thoughts
on the progress of China, she claimed that current
society was one that was filled with exciting
opportunities. Professor Tian sees many
commonalities between the Six Dynasties period and
modern day China due to their openness and exposure
to western influences. She believes that there are
many exciting opportunities for China to change. The
change is worldwide and the anxiety of the rise of
China is a part of the global phenomenon. She likened
this to the advent of railroad technology in England in
the 1800’s as something that changed the world
completely but was met with mistrust and fear. Thus,
due to the new technologies in our world today, the
environmental crisis is a part of the global process
and change. In this regard, Professor Tian believes
China has the potential and ability to be a leader in
resolving these global issues. Contrary to some
stereotypes, Professor Tian asserts that China is very
open and has been absorbing foreign influences and
making it its own. Thus, Tian believes that the notion
that China is losing its self-identity is merely a self-

consciousness and anxiety.

In all, Professor Tian believes that there are societal
problems in any country regardless of development.
In China, compared to that of the 70’s and 80’s, the
average life style has improved dramatically.
Professor Tian lauds the internet as a technology that
has already revolutionized Chinese society in terms of
thought, culture, literature and even politics. It has
exciting opportunities and has giving new life to

democracy in China.
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Binnan Gao:

Ph.d in Second
Language
Acquisition. She has
taught Advanced
Chinese for
Heritage Learners
for many years.Her
research interest
includes second
language
acquisition of
syntax, L2 reading

and writing, and
description of
Chinese heritage
learners' linguistic

abilities. Her
passions for life
encompasses
dancing, traveling,
photographing, and
playing with kids.

Abstract:
Dr.
Grammar of Chinese Heritage Learners and L2
Learners: Acquisition of Particle ~le at ACTFL

Binnan Gao presented her study titled

(American Council of Teaching Foreign
Languages) in 2013. She made a comprehensive
comparative study of intermediate-level Chinese
heritage learners and L2 learners’ acquisition of the
perfective aspect particle, ‘~le’, which is
notoriously hard to learn. The former group had
not learned grammar in classroom setting while the
latter had. Dr. Gao’s study shows that the heritage
learners outperform their non-heritage counterparts

in mastery of both the ‘completion ~le’ and the

Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
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Grammar of Chinese
Heritage Learners and
L2 Learners:
Acquisition of
Particle~le

Binnan Gao
Harvard University
bgao@fas.harvard.edu

‘new situation ~le’, and achieved native-like
mastery of both kinds of ‘~le’. It also shows that,
for both groups, the ‘new situation ~le’ is easier to
master than the ‘completion ~le’. In addition, her
error analysis reveals in what kind of linguistic
environments ‘~le’ pose more difficulty for each
group of learners. Lastly, Dr. Gao’s study also
looks at learners’ acquisition of ‘~le’ at the
discourse level. She has found that the heritage
learners opt not to use ‘~le’ when describing a
series of unfinished actions, while the non-heritage
learners will use ‘le’ due to a lack of clear textbook

guidance on this point.
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Intonation Error
Analysis and its
solutions
in teaching
beginning level
Chinese

Kang Zhou

) . .
Harvard University

kangzhou@fas.harvard.edu

kangzhou@fas.| l.ed

Abstract:

This presentation will examine some typical
intonation errors and problems among the
beginners of Chinese language. In particular, it
will focus on the errors in stress and rhythm at
lexical level as well as in intonation patterns at
phrasal or sentence level. By examining these
errors committed by the students, the presenter

believes that, teachers should not only focus on

PEDAGOGY
RESEARCH DISCUSSION

HFH

Kang Zhou has been teaching first year Chinese class at
Harvard since 2012. His primary research interests are in
Chinese pragmatics, error analysis on Chinese pronunciation
and Chinese language pedagogy for beginning learners.

teachings of individual lexical tones, they should
also put efforts in teaching the correct
intonations at phrasal or sentence level. Finally,
this presentation will raise some practical
questions on the effective teaching methods and
strategies to improve students ’overall

performance on Chinese pronunciations.
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An Integrated
roach to
Chinese News
Pedagogy for

Advanced l.earners

Hsin-hung Yeh,

Erqian Xu,
Jun Zhao
Harvard University

Abstract:

As Chinese learners move on to
advanced level, it is inevitable
for them to expose themselves
to various authentic materials in
Chinese and Chinese news is
one major source among them.
Unfortunately, Chinese news
pedagogy seems largely
undeveloped due to the
complexity of sentence
structures and the disparate
meanings of certain characters
learners have learned in the

past. This presentation aims to

re-examine and further develop
the meanings of the characters
or words they have learned
before, and on the other hand,
help cultivate the self-learning
ability of self-learners to
enhance their learning/
acquisition effectiveness. The
proposed model in this
presentation aims to attract
more attention to this long
neglected field, and to provide a
pedagogical model of Chinese
news teaching for advanced

learners. Major pedagogical

PEDAGOGY
RESEARCH DISCUSSION
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Hsin-hung Yeh is
currently working
as a drill instructor
in EALC, Harvard
University. His
research interests
include Chinese
linguistics and
Chinese pedagogy.
In addition to being
a professional CSL
teacher, he also
aspires to be a
| polyglot.

Erqgian Xu is working as
the drill instructor in
Chinese Language
Program at Harvard
University. Prior to
joining Harvard
University, she was the
Chinese language
instructor and assistant
to Directors at the
University at Buffalo,
State University of New
York. Her research
interests focus on Second
Language Acquisition.
Her paper” Acquisition
Research of Learners of
Chinese as a Foreign
Language on Verb
+zhe’” is included in “A Cognitive Approach to the
Acquisition of Chinese as a Second
Language” (World Book Publishing Company, 2011).

I stated my teaching career at IUP (the Inter-University
Program for Chinese Language Studies at Tsinghua
University) in 2003. In my 10 years of teaching
experience, I have found that teaching is my passion.
Every student offers a new perspective which enlivens
discussions in the classroom. I feel a great sense of
satisfaction when my students have ‘“Aha!” moments

provide an integrated approach principles are proposed based which expand their knowledge and help them grow by

leaps and bounds. Most importantly, being able to shape
young minds while building a bridge between two
different cultures motivates me tremendously as a teacher.

to Chinese news pedagogy for on empirical observation and
advanced learners based on action research. An ideal
pedagogical applications and Chinese news course design
empirical evidence. It is and teaching demonstration will
proposed that Chinese news be introduced to participants in
pedagogy, if nicely applied, can the presentation to involve

serve as an 1ideal interface more eclectic voices.

wherein advanced learners can

Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
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1. Stephen Turban (& 3 #!; 140b student) won

the first place in the advanced students’ group
delivering the speech named “[X; LA & K.
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4. Christian Fohrby ({2 ;
150b student) served as

Master of the Ceremony at
the event.

2. Mayer Chalom (B
123xb student) won the
2nd place in the beginners’
group delivering the

speech named “F& 1] H1 J%
BT,

3. William Morris (32ffi37; Bb student) won
the 2nd place in the beginners’ group delivering
the speech named “ZE#y 7Kk 5.
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Calligraphy, Riddles,
Mahjong, Songs & Festive Food
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To learn more about Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations
and Chinese Language Program, please visit us @ http://ealc.fas.harvard.edu/
and http://ealc.fas.harvard.edu/chinese




