


ANE

BT

Wt T

EEIE iyl




20153A98, RIS —
WEGE, REER TRBAEHRNE NS
BHHE, PR, RAVGR S0 HadE R

SRV SRD, FEBTEERSFIRR,
FTAIX AR 25 A SRV, LR F/AS

e
Rfo

FHEMBTIE T MG, SiFthsEHM
SMXANHGRX (WARE  “ EPEERE, HXH
W REMFEANIE, BMENHER, EK
SBIRABIGN , RANMBH TIEMIER, BEM
BREINEARINE -

FEIRAMFEE T PEMTHFRAIESL.
UWEOFHR, WEREAFIBR IS THR
AR, WRXFEEL, A RUEGE . XF
MR, HAWBH A —ERLTREBREMNIL
B, RfEMSEMEIREIEPITERN. i5[AU
Z - AMIE RBESIUE> , A ERIN
B, XBIOzMARLEF. EHSHEER 6 R
5, B EMER B K. RIIBRYE IS TE 4
R, RIBLEFE, ERAEM, ADTHEMKKE.
MIANBEEGREIVE, BWmFIN, WHRAIAN
g%%%%%,ﬁéﬁﬁﬁ,ﬁk%$%§%%
=11

EAFENZIN, REFZARSHINKR

S EFSREMNEE. ikn, RINFRNEZEHIE
e, BINZS HBREECHRARSIAEA

EMRR o BN, HRSEBUE—MHBTRS
BEHTT A

2R RS A T T M E IBTSINE. B
% R AR S B S SERRG . BMS R

T I ASUAAAY M2 ERKNER5IC
IZFRIBRE. AN LARHERSOR (FX
150b) £, HMNBENIBETHAXE BT 55
My« RBXENRTHERBFZFRTELSKGE
Me, HPeLBRIESEBNAE, 1—IE
BT, WALUMRREE, BREEMUBGERNBIEE
o WIMIEESHIEXZINUAEMHI X R IIE
&, KITESR. BERNSR, HPALiEZ
MBRRBYINXFE (Eam.

XN EBME LM S HMTA O AR . FH
RiEs|— BT KESHBERLRAREHIE
Ao KEYHR, MRSKNME, KAERKIRC
R\, VAR BIKRERY RS KA ‘3%
zAm , AREEERAALEREAGENER.

FEIRR, ARSI E RIS, A
A SR SRR, i E A
BiAmAT, RN 7KK RENSE, il
RULIRIRARY, WIS, By DRENAE. X
BRLNEANREAREN. BXER. HFHE
&, ZHSERKBENNE, FEMEE FBT
BRFNXD. BROEBEMITE, BATTEIL
TRXAMMTEX B E AR AA .

FHERMIITIL T EZHEEM, SIFEPEX
FHRER B EE. BENITESBRMNFERN
FIRE. EEEN—IHARE, UEBESHIR
AFIFIEI MR EAIEIRR, FrRAOR KT EE F e
MEARX, WEFRLM. RIFBRWERRL
AREBNFIE, BREXEAMBESET, £FIT
Z FoRE TR 8] BR B IE o



CLP YEAR IN REVIEW

On 9 March 2015, | had the
opportunity to interview Professor
of Chinese Literature Wai-Yee Li, at
a local Cambridge coffee shop.
One receives few chances to
speak with Harvard professors
outside of the classroom, and with
Professor Li on sabbatical this year,
this was an especially fortunate
meeting.

Professor Li and | discussed a wide
range of issues, from the way that
she reads and analyzes texts --
essentially going over texts again
and again, thinking about them
even while walking or falling
asleep -- to the way her family
understands her work, and to her
current research projects.

When | asked Professor Li how she
became interested in the wide
array of research topics she has
engaged in, spanning two
millennia of Chinese literary history,
she likened her approach to a
guerilla warfare. Her topics have
not been the result of advanced
planning, but rather have
emerged from her research
materials and readings. She
quoted Isaiah Berlin's essay, "The
Hedgehog and the Fox,"
comparing herself to the fox who
knows a few things about a range
of topics and who is drawn to a
wide variety of questions. The
hedgehog, on the other hand, is
someone who knows a lot about
one thing in particular. She thinks
of herself more as a fox, but admits
that her family considers her more
of a hedgehog, burrowing into her
work and failing to hear them.

As a literary scholar and a
teacher, she thinks deeply about
the role of the scholar and
academic in contemporary
society. She says that the
importance of what we study is
not self-evident, and we should
also strive to demonstrate the
relevance of our research to our
existence. Otherwise, research
can become too self-indulgent.

Li describes her current project as
looking into the paradoxes of
possession and ownership in
Chinese literature and history. In
Chinese 150b, a course which | am
taking this semester. Chinese 150b
students had the opportunity to
read her essay, & 5%14)," which
covers the discourse on objects
during the transition from the Ming
to Qing dynasties, and how even
ordinary things such as chairs
might inspire writings that vyield
insights into the politics of
aesthetic appreciation and
collection. Her current research
touches upon related debates on
genuineness, refinement versus
vulgarity (#5{4). and on the
relationship between people and
things from the late Ming to the
early Qing period.

This topic is related to issues of
connoisseurship and aesthetic
judgment - as Li shares with me,
even water is the subject of
passionate debates. Descriptions
of water, like wine tasting today,
can employ an elaborate
vocabulary to differentiate one
source of water from another.
Water, as the liguid medium for
tea, was sometimes considered

even more important than the tea
itself.

Water was also the locus for the
development of strong and
meaningful relationships between
connoisseurs like the literatus
Zhang Dai (3kf§) and the tea
vendor Min Wenshui (j13527K) from
the seventeenth century. They
achieved a high level of mutual
recognition and friendship through
their agonistic encounter, as Min
tested Zhang's knowledge of
water and tea. As Lireminded me,
connoisseurship is ultimately about
self-definition, social ties, and the
exclusion of the vulgar -- the
dynamics behind this contestation
of taste applies also to the
discussion of artifacts and art
objects, and helps us understand
how the literati define their
experience and perception.

Professor Li and | were able to
discuss many more issues, from her
interest in gender in Chinese
literature to her thoughts on
Harvard grading policies and
student learning. As a graduate
student thinking about many of
the same ideas that Professor Li
and | discussed, this interview was
even more meaningful and
enlightening than | could have
expected. | thank Professor Li for
much food for thought, and for
providing the time she took from
her busy schedule to grant this
interview.
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Estimated Worldwide Registration as of April 6, 2015

2,656,306 registrants
in 195 countries

Nesterko, S. O., Seaton, D. T., Kashin, K., Han, Q., Reich, J., Waldo, J., Chuang|., & Ho, A. D. (2014).
World Map of Enroliment (HarvardX Insights)
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Online learning is redefining what it
means to be in a “real classroom”
and one of the educators at the
head of this movement is Harvard’ s
Carswell Professor of East Asian
Languages and Cilvilzations and Vice
Provost for Advances in Learning,
Peter K. Bol. Professor Bol is in charge
of HarvardX, an online course
initiative which has over one million
students. Steven Hao and Henry
Tsang, students in Chinese 123xb,
recently had the opportunity to meet
with Professor Bol and engage in
conversation with him about both his
academic career and his current
work with HarvardX.

Q: How did you become interested in
studying Chinese history?

Prof. Bol: | was a high school student,
and at the time the United States did
not recognize China. And | thought
that was very strange. China is '4 of all
the people in the world, and we

don’ trecognize China? And we just
pretend that Taiwan is all of China?

It was crazy. How can you be a
leading country in the world and
pretend that Y4 of the world doesn’ t
exist? So | said, well, in order to make
America a better place I’ d better
study Chinese and learn about China,
because we didn’ t know about
China, or at least in our education
there was nothing about China. And
so that’ s what | did.

I was at first interested in
contemporary China, like most
people are, but then the Cultural
Revolution broke out and you know |
think that there was sort of a crisis for
many people who were interested in
China at that point, because | think
for many of us China was a good
place, particularly from a left-wing
family, China looked like a good
place, socialism is good.

Then, if you thought that a little bit,
then you were very inclined to be
sympathetic to China. And then the
Cultural Revolution began. And |
remember, first of all, everything was
very strange, all the publications
coming out of China, all were saying
the same thing all the time— FXHE
FE, LEMLIAPH.

The second thing that became clear
was that they were kiling each other
in the Cultural Revolution. People
were doing battle. People were
dying. So something was clearly
wrong. And at that point in time,
studying contemporary Chinese
history was less interesting.  But | had
always been interested in history,
mainly American history before, and
China had a very interesting history
that | knew nothing about. And | said,
wow, this is so interesting, the whole
history of this country. So | kept
studying China, but mainly focused
on earlier history (7th to 17th
century) .
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Q: Who are you targeting, mainly, for
HarvardX?

Prof. Bol: Well, we don’ t target any
particular audience. We open
HarvardX to the world, and the
audience comes to us. We’ ve had
2.6 million registrations at HarvardX
courses. There are 53 HarvardX
courses accessible at the moment.
ChinaX is a significant part of that,
because ChinaX is a series of mini-
courses, ten mini-courses, it’ s the
longest massive open online course
that’ s ever been made in human
history, as far as we can tell.

It’ s not that we target them, but
there’ s some things that we know.
One is that 65% are abroad. 70% have
already graduated from college. A
very high proportion, relatively
speaking, are teachers, and so, | think
what we’ re seeing is that HarvardX
tries to lead through learning. We’ re
reaching out to people who believe
the same.

Q: What do you think will be the
initiatives and changes to the
HarvardX program over the next
couple of years, you know how it’ s
going to evolve?

Prof. Bol: Well, | think we’ Il keep
expanding. We want to do 40 things a
year. We want to make it available to
people, to learn at their own pace,
do what they want to do. | think we
want to try something on language
courses, the style of online learning
called adaptive learning. And
adaptive learning is very interesting
and effective.

Q: What is your vision for HarvardX in
the next few years? Can this kind of
education ever replace or supplant
traditional education?

Prof. Bol: This is a very good question.
Last year, one third of American
college students took an online
course for credit. That’ s the latest
statistic I’ ve seen out there. There
are 21 milion college students, 7
million took an online course for
credit. So, there must be an
expectation among college students

that it is possible to take online
courses for credit.

We offer through the Division of
Continuing Education here online
courses for credit. Although you
won’ t get creditif you’ re aHarvard
College student, which suggests that
we doubt the validity of these
courses. While HarvardX continues to
develop more fantastic courses,
we’ Il see more flipped classrooms.
We’ |l see people using some parts of
the HarvardX course as homework
within the college context. And
maybe it’ s somebody who’ s doing
modern history who says, well you
need a good refresher on pre-
modern history so watch these three
lectures by Professor Bol.

These are the pieces that | want you
to pay attention to. There may be 20
lectures, but these 3 are enough. So
do | think that online education can
ever replace traditional education?
That depends on what we mean by
traditional education. Let’ s suppose
that traditional education is the
education you would have gotten if
you went to a large state university.
So you would take an Introduction to
American Politics course, in a room
with 300-400 other people. You’ re
not going to write papers because
they don’ t have people to grade
those papers.

If you’ re going to do exams,
they’ re going to be multiple-choice
quizzes and exams. Maybe you’ |l
have a final exam, with some short
essays because they’ Il hire a grader
for the final exam. And you proceed
to skip a few classes, although you
might know that the most direct
correlation between grade is with
attendance, well, you say, | don’ t
feel like going to class today, the
professor is just there talking, there are
too many people in the room, | can
always get someone else’ s notes. So
if that’ s what you mean by
traditional education, do | think that
an online course through HarvardX is
going to be superior?

HarvardX is already superior, by far.
But it is not superior to small tutorial

Harvard>

with a professor or a teaching fellow
with whom you can discuss
something intensely. Can an online
course replace that? The technology
is a little bit clunky, having real-time
online discussions. We need to go
more with web chat, or WeChat, or
various kind of things, Google
hangouts, but can we have online
discussions that are synchronous
person to person? No question about
it. But it doesn’ t make sense to have
1000 people on the line.

The business school is doing it with 60
people, 60 virtual people, each one
on a separate screen, one professor
talking to everybody. They think that
they can do just as good a learning
experience as in person about a
writing seminar. If online means a
small course where people pay, and
you have high-touch, lots of support, |
would probably say this is just as good
in many cases. If you’ re talking
about a massive online course, then
clearly you can’ t provide the kind of
services that a residential course
could give at a place like Harvard.

But Harvard is unusual, Harvard,
Princeton, Yale, Columbia. We have
an unusual amount of teaching
support here. If you go to a state
school, it’ s an entirely different
world. So | think that a traditional
education, that idea has to be
parsed. Then you can make a
judgment.
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In 2014, | came to Harvard University as a Visiting Scholar.
As part of my study, | observed Harvard’ s advanced-
level Chinese instruction, learned a great deal about its
distinctive features, and was inspired to examine
Chinese pedagogy at Harvard. During Spring 2015, |
interviewed the Director of the Chinese Language
Program, Professor Jennifer Liu. A summary of the
interview can be found below. Our conversation began
with the topic of the history of Chinese language
education at Harvard, and moved on to cover
Harvard’ s current academic-year Chinese curriculum,
its summer Chinese language program, and its
advanced summer program in Shanghai that is currently
under development.

1.History of Chinese Language Teaching at Harvard

The history of Chinese instruction at Harvard dates back
to the 19t century. At that time, no regularized Chinese
courses were offered; any student who wanted to study
Chinese would engage the services of a Chinese-
speaking tutor for individual study. During this early
period, Chinese study was conducted with a strong
emphasis on the development of reading ability.

In 1942, with World War Il raging and the strategic
importance of China and the Chinese language more
clear than ever, Harvard officially established a Chinese
language curriculum. In the context of national security
considerations, speaking and listening ability gained
greaterimportance.

Chinese education at Harvard began to take on its
current form and scale in the 1980s, with the
establishment of the position of Director of the Chinese
Language Program, and a concerted push to increase
the quality of Chinese language pedagogy. Prior to the
1980s, Chinese language instructors at Harvard did not
necessarily have any formal background in Chinese
longuage pedagogy. From that decade onwards,
instructors were required to have formal education in
Chinese pedagogy or prior teaching experience.

As China’ s economy developed rapidly in the 1980s
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and 1990s, interest among students in Chinese language
study gradually increased. The 2008 Beiing Summer
Olympics marked a high point in general interest in
Chinese; although course enrollment numbers have
decreased slightly since then, the Chinese Language
Program continues to attract a healthy number of
students at various levels each year.

As an academic institution, Harvard places great
emphasis on training students to conduct their own
academic research. In keeping with this mission, the
Chinese Language Program has always served as a
crucial foundation for Harvard’ s extensive academic
and research engagement with all aspects of China.

2. Academic-Year Chinese Curriculum at Harvard

Harvard’ s Chinese language curriculum includes
instruction at all levels, from beginning to intermediate
and advanced, as well as specialty courses in Business
Chinese and Academic Chinese for advanced students.
A separate course track is also offered for heritage
students. All classes provide five hours of instruction per
week, and most are divided into lecture and drill
sections. The teaching staff is accordingly divided by
course level into several positions: 1) A Preceptor, who is
responsible for the course as a whole, and who teaches
the lecture sections, and 2) One or more Dirill Instructors,
who teach the drill sections and assist the Preceptor in
other course-related tasks. Lecture sections are focused
on introducing new material, while drill sections consist of
intensive review of recently-learned curriculum content.

Unlike universities in countries such as Japan, Harvard
only requires its students to take one year of a foreign
language. In general, those who choose to study a
foreign language beyond this limited requirement are
serious about language proficiency and committed to
their study. Given the typically heavy workloads and
varied course commitments of Harvard students, the
instructors in the Chinese Language Program work hard
to maximize the effect of every class hour, and to ensure
that classes are engaging and worthwhile for students.
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3. Summer Chinese Programs at Harvard

Harvard provides an intensive language program, the
Harvard Beijing Academy (HBA), to enable students
to further their goals of Chinese language acquisition
beyond the regular academic year. HBA is a nine-
week program which runs every summer in
cooperation with Beijing Language and Culture
University in Beijing. Enrolling approximately 100
students each summer, HBA consists of two four-week
“semesters” which together provide the equivalent
of a full academic year of Chinese study. Students
attend five hours of intensive classes per day, with
class formats ranging from lecture sections of 10 or
fewer students, to drill sections of approximately 4
students, to one-on-one sessions. During the fifth week
of the program, students leave Beijing to participate
in a “Social Study” program in various other
locations throughout China. Their activities during this
week include visits to and interviews with local
residents. For students, this week provides a unique
opportunity to use their recently-acquired Chinese
skills in authentic settings outside of the classroom.
After completing the Social Study, students are
required to write a detailed report based on their
experiences and research. They then continue
straight into the second intensive four-week semester
of the program, and emerge fully able to progress to
the next academic year of Chinese study in the fall.
HBA provides Chinese courses at the 2nd- through 5th-
year levels. A typical student might enroll in Tst-year
Chinese as a freshman at Harvard, take 2nd-year
Chinese at HBA during the following summer, and
then proceed to 3d-year Chinese during his/her
sophomore year. By enabling such quick progress
through the curriculum and towards Chinese
proficiency, HBA serves as an integral component of
the Chinese Language Program at Harvard.

4.Plans For a New Summer Program

The final component of my interview with Director Liu
touched upon the subject of the new, eight-week
summer Chinese program which she is currently
preparing to launch in 2016. The new program will be
located in Shanghai, and its focus and target
audience will be very different from that of HBA. The
new program, the Harvard Shanghai Institute (HSI), will
focus on improving the academic and professional
Chinese ability of advanced-level (4th-year Chinese
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and above) students. The HSI curriculum will enable
students to engage with a broad-ranging curriculum
that will include varying offering from fields such as
low, economics and business, science and
technology, the environment, etc. Students will begin
each class day with a lecture on a specific topic
within one field by a Harvard professor, and will then
participate in smaller class sections to examine,
analyze, and discuss the content in Chinese, with
reference to relevant Chinese-language original
sources. In addition to their classroom work, students
will participate in weekly field studies, which may
consist of interviews and intensive site investigations at
various institutes, offices, and organizations
throughout Shanghai. These may include law schools
and law offices, specific archives, research institutes,
non-profit organizations, locations of specific news
items or controversies, etc.

Various aspects of the program are currently under
development, but the curriculum and general
program format are already well along the path to
finalization.

5.Conclusion

Given its status as one of the most renowned
academic institutions in the world, with an
unparalleled richness of resources and talented
scholars, it is not surprising that Harvard has a strong
tradition of institutional support and cooperation
when it comes to Chinese language pedagogy. The
Chinese Language Program benefits from close
coordination with various China-related institutes on
campus—in particular, the Fairbank Center for
Chinese Studies and the Harvard-Yenching Institute.
These academic centers provide the Chinese
Language Program both funding opportunities and
access to a diverse array of scholars and teachers, all
of which are important in enriching the language
program and broadening the scope of its content
and offerings.

| would like to express special thanks to Professor Liu
for taking the time to speak with me about the
Chinese Language Program, and to Zhang Xinyi and
Xu Ergian for their valuable suggestions and
assistance.
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Teaching Chinese Idioms to American Students with the ‘Three-Pronged’ Pedagogy
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Abstract:

This presentation shares several key findings
from a study which examined typical errors in
idiom usage that we encountered in teaching,
or that others encountered and recorded in
already-existing studies. Our study investigates
the root causes of these mistakes, and
examines their relationship to English idiomatic
conventions. At last, we present thoughts and
illustrative examples on how the “Three-
Pronged” approach to teaching Chinese
idioms may improve learning outcomes.
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Integrating Multimedia Tools into Chinese Language Curricula
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Abstract

This panel discusses how multimedia tools
such as films, videos and blogs can be
integrated into Chinese language curricula
in intensive summer programs. The first
speaker will introduce his innovative ways of
using videos to stimulate students’ interest
in discussions using the vocabulary and
grammars learned, in order to achieve the
goal of communicative learning and
promoting cultural awareness. The second
speaker will focus on the approach of using
multimedia tools to motivate students at the
intermediate level. She will also discuss the
role of a language teacher as a facilitator
by using this approach. The last speaker will
discuss how to integrate radio programs,
podcasts, and blogs into advanced Chinese
class. Using these tools, students are able to
express their ideas in a formal setting, and to
discuss complicated and most current issues
and current events in Chinese. The purpose
of this panel is to provide Chinese language
teachers with innovative ways to integrate
multimedia tools into Chinese curricula of
intermediate and advanced class.



CLP YEAR IN REVIEW 2015

R

AR

SR SR

B EFRIEF

TH)IRIRXTEE 74T

Error Analysis of Formal Writing: Advanced Heritage and
Non - heritage Chinese Learners Compared

HE

EHEREFPXEIEZERERARE, 37
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FREBFHLIEZ AT EHIMEHF. R, SFR
FERFIREFMESFI. B4, UPEFKIEK
NENSFR, RELESWERETHEELER
FHZUMNER? BWL? FENRRETA? X3
FABRIOH “RER SFERABEXENER?

NRREIXLEREE], SLRTIE L, BRTHANILEL
EKFER SIFEFEEL . X EMRILIN,
ERRITEFRATEIANEER, HE5EFEE
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SHEFEFREFEIELHNHNE. &RE, K
BEFERNFEIERNFE.

X E R ST ER TR IERY
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Abstract

Due to their different backgrounds, heritage
and non-heritage learners have significant
differences in language input and output,
especially at the novice and intermediate
levels. Heritage classes are intended to
address this reality by offering curricula that
target the unique strengths and needs of
heritage learners. However, heritage classes
are rarely offered at the advanced level,
which invites the obvious question: are there
any significant differences between
heritage and non-heritage students in terms
of advanced Chinese language
(particularly written language) acquisition?
What are these differences, and what
causes them? What can we learn from these
differences that might enable us to improve
our pedagogy in advanced classes that
include both heritage and non-heritage
students?
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