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Year-in-Review
Ata Glance

The “Year in Review” is a Harvard Chinese
Language Program tradition that records the
experiences and endeavors of CLP instructors and
students across a diverse array of China and
Chinese-related topics. In these pages, you will find
analysis of contemporary trends in China from
recognized experts in the field, selected essays
from students in the program, research reports from
program instructors, and more. We are pleased to
be able to share with you the diverse stories,
interests, and pursuits of the people at the heart of

our program, and hope that you will enjoy this

whirlwind tour of the past year here at the CLP!
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Over the past several years, the economic slowdown in
China has raised alarm across the globe. Some analysts
posit that the country’s economic miracle has finally run its
course. Is it a return to double-digit growth, a realistic goal or
a fantasy? We interviewed former Deputy Secretary of State
and Mauritus C. Boas Professor of Economics at Harvard,
Richard N. Cooper. A seasoned scholar in the field of
international trade, the 82-year-old professor has had a long

history with China.

Professor Cooper first visited China in 1979 as a part of the
delegation representing the Carter administration. His goal
was to oversee a ftreaty to boost commercial contact
between the two countries. Cooper still recalls the warm
hospitality of his counterparts in China. This trip took place
against the backdrop of initial reforms under Deng Xiaoping.
Deng perceived that China was heading in the wrong
direction, so he sought to enact a series of reform measures.
According to Professor Cooper, “Deng was impressed by the
growth of the Four Asian Tigers - Japan, South Korea, Taiwan
and Singapore. He thereafter set out to change the direction
that China was heading.” For the Chinese people, this was
an exciting period filled with hope for a brighter future. But
half a century after the Reform and Opening Up, the Chinese

economy is faced with enormous hurdles and risks.

In fact, Professor Cooper believes that prospects for future
growth are grim. According to Chinese official statistics, GDP

growth stood below 6.7%, increasing at the slowest pace

The Chinese Economy:

Where Next?

Advice from a Former
Deputy Secretary of State

since 1990. Professor Cooper offered an in-depth analysis of
the structural factors that are stalling growth. “First, China
enjoyed a huge demographic dividend for the past few
decades. Population dividend here refers to the high ratio of
working-age population to the total population, which frees
up resources and confers a significant economic advantage.
But beginning in 2012, this began to decline.” In addition, a
rapidly aging population and other demographic constraints
have dragged down economic growth in China. Professor
Cooper also found that the massive movement out of
agriculture negatively affects growth. As migrant workers
demand higher wages, factories face higher overall costs,
which translates to reduced export competitiveness. Cooper
also noted, “The rate of return on capital and return on
investment in China have been in continuous decline. These

may be signs of an impending crisis.”

Cooper also underscored that China lack a dispute
settlement mechanism integral to a thriving free market.
Foreign investors will be at ease in the Chinese market only
when China creates a level playing field through an
independent judiciary. Cooper asserted, “By 2020, the
Chinese government hopes that Shanghai will become a
global financial center. Given how things are today, this is
virtually impossible. In Hong Kong, the little guy can go
against a big guy and still win. That can’t possibly happen in
mainland China, since political leverage and personal
relationships often take precedence over law.” Cooper

added that a law school professor in China recently lost his
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job after claiming that the government should follow its own
constitution. This lack of a reliable justice system has prompted
institutional investors to set up their own arbitration agreements.
According to Cooper, most judges in China were brought up in
the Cultural Revolution era and lack any significant legal
education. However, a new generation of reform-minded lawyers,
most of whom are educated overseas, has gradually begun to

emerge.

Professor Cooper also expressed his views on widening income
inequality in China, whose Gini coefficient is reaching a
dangerous threshold for social unrest. “Income or wealth
inequality is not necessarily bad; it may be a necessary evil,”
Cooper argues, “| think looking at the causes of these disparities
is more important. | can name three primary ones — skill-based
inequality, the urban-rural divide, and corruption.” According to
Cooper, skill-based inequality may even be positive indicator of
economic advancement. If an ambitious entrepreneur or a
corporate executive generates greater economic value, they
deserve better pay. There is no surprise that higher income tends
to incentivize innovative behavior, as has also been observed in
China. But other structural policies seem to perpetuate a vicious
cycle in the nation. To name one, Cooper sees glaring problems in
the hukou system, a household registration system that strictly
limits citizens’ right of abode and work. The hukou system
attempts to restrict urbanization and domestic migration, putting
rural residents at a severe socioeconomic disadvantage. With
limited access to higher education and social welfare benefits, the
disparity between rural and urban regions has sharpened over the
years. Moreover, Cooper sees corruption among the higher ranks
of officialdom as a major ongoing challenge for the Chinese

economy. Some members of the political establishment have

amassed huge fortunes, causing resources to be concentrated in
the hands of a small elite and distorting redistribution over the
long term. Cooper acknowledges, however, the effect of
anti-corruption efforts under the current administration: the
campaign has targeted specific individuals, often stripping them
of party membership.

Finally, Cooper evaluated the outlook on the Chinese real estate
market. “Looking at China as a whole, | don't think there is a
strong reason to believe that there is a national bubble. Of course,
we need to examine city by city, and local real estate markets may
be overvalued. Another concern is that some cities in China have
fallen victim to over-zealous development schemes. Take for
instance Chongging, where entire apartments are often vacant,
and many structures are left half-complete. They can’t even use
them as parking lots. That’s a total waste of capital. As for bubbles
among some tier-1 cities like Shanghai, the Chinese government
should seriously consider implementing a residential property tax

and other real estate taxes to inhibit speculative investment.”

On a concluding note, Professor Cooper highlighted that China is
facing numerous hurdles and that economic prospects are
marked by uncertainty. To maintain sustainable growth, Cooper
suggested that the Chinese government enact a new series of
bold reforms. The professor spoke with regret about recent
censorship of discussion about economic policy, and expressed
his hope that various stakeholders across the country could freely
debate the merits of specific policies. “For the sake of its own
future development, China needs to foster free debate in the
economic policy arena.” It will no doubt be interesting to see how
things unfold as the world’s second-largest economy reaches a

new crossroads.
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Jaehyun Park is a sophomore at Harvard College concentrating in Economics. Born and raised in Seoul, he
has also studied in Beijing during his primary school years. At present he is enrolled in Business Chinese 163.
Apart from taking Chinese classes, he leads the Harvard Fed Challenge Team and the Korean Association on
campus. His core interests lie in Korean politics, entrepreneurship and performing arts.
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Interview with Arunabh Ghosh

Professor Arunabh Ghosh joined the Harvard faculty in 2015
as a historian of modern China. His work on environmental
history links South and East Asia by the shared experiences

of China and India, where Ghosh grew up.

Professor Ghosh, I've heard that you are working on a
book about China’s monumental Three Gorges Dam. Is
that correct?

In my class, | will teach the Three Gorges Dam as a specific
site of environmental change, but my book project is actually
a little different. It argues against precisely that kind of
fascination with individual technological achievements. My
interest comes from the simple recognition that China has
the largest number of dams in the world — by a tremendously
large margin. There are estimates that suggest that China
has 40% of all dams taller than 30m. One would expect that
China, a large and densely populated country would have a
large number of dams, but the number of dams in China is
still disproportionate to its share of territory and population.
In the last sixty to seventy years, around 80,000 dams, large
and small, have been built in China. | believe that what
ultimately matters is our understanding of scale in history. All
other questions are related to the question of scale: what are
the labor relations? What technologies are used? Do you use
local skills, or do you bring in experts from afar? Just looking
at the three gorges alone won't enable us to observe a
dynamic of scale and the impact it had on people and the

environment since the 1950s.

What do you think is particularly Chinese about China

having so many dams?

In Western scholarship, there is an obsession with continuity
in the Chinese state as an agent shaping the environment.
Wittfogel and Marx have argued that the control of water
resources has always been a core issue for Chinese states.
On the other side, Mark Elvin's Retreat of the Elephants has
shown the importance of local agency in control of this key
resource. Communities joined together to vote for
magistrates in charge of the irrigation systems. The fact that
there was a long history and a strong state shaping those
systems, however, does not answer the question of why
there are so many dams. This is the question | am working to
answer.

Dam construction has been commonplace in many countries
since the 1930s, and many are still actively promoting
hydraulic energy as a superior technology. In China, this is
happening at a speed that is concerning, given the social

and environmental stakes.

Is scale the main reason why English-speaking readers
should be interested in Chinese dams?

For historians, there is always the danger of making China
exceptional. My goal is to show that historical phenomena
are ultimately interconnected. To that end, there is a need to
decenter the Western experience, which still informs our
notion of the norm. This is an significant issue in
contemporary historiography.

From a more practical point of view, there is another danger:
everybody is interested in innovation, and the less exciting
work of infrastructure maintenance is neglected. The leaking
dam of Oroville showed earlier this year that knowing to
maintain infrastructure is just as important as pushing the

frontiers of knowledge.
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Where does your connection with South Asia come into
play?

Dams in China are not just a question of Chinese history. The
fact that all major rivers of South and Southeast Asia originate
in the Tibetan plateau is a powerful material link between East,
South and Southeast Asia. China is recently raising a great
deal of concern by discussing whether to dam the Yarlung
Tsangpo that flows from Tibet into India and Bangladesh. Of
course, international conflicts of this sort also occur in other
parts of the world. But studying the disputes that emerge
between China and its neighbors over the use of international
water resources gives us a sense of what conflicts we will
have to expect with increasingly frequency in the near future.
In addition, there is a constant learning from each other, a
constant circulation of people and expertise. Studying this
“internal” circulation is just as important for the West as the

study of its own influence on other regions of the world.

Is India also interested in hydraulic technology?

Nehru called dams “the temples of modern India.” This quote
poetically captures the idea that energy, technology and
industry are essential to modernization efforts that dominated
virtually the entire global south at that time. Nowadays, there
is a lot of dam construction underway in India, even if the

numbers aren’t as strikingly off the charts as in China.

What do Indian historians say about this phenomenon?

What | observe in India is similar to the approach of Chinese
historians. They typically look at the management of a
particular river, creating narratives of the river's meaning for
the local economy and culture. In China, the best example is
the Yellow river, “China’s sorrow” as they say, because it
constantly floods and creates devastation. Linked to that is the
question of how irrigation has expanded. Recently, there have
also been many studies on individual dam projects, such as
the Sanmenxia Dam or the Three Gorges Dam. Linked to that
are studies of civil society responses that ask how affected
people negotiate with the state. What the field still lacks is a

study of dam building itself as a historical phenomenon.

Could one say this is mainly a story about engineering?

Engineering is definitely a huge part of it, especially since |
am interested in labor relations. The ecological component
also becomes very central once we talk about scale. | want to
know how local experiences shape cultural norms and notions
of ecological impact, and how this stands in a dialogue with
scientific standards. This is my outline as of now, but
ultimately my argument will depend on the sources and where

they take me in my research.




B Imihix

2017 YEAR IN REVIEW

REE—UMARAFENHR, SERIGHRZRIEEPE
MRFOHBOFE ., RERNAR A BEXTREITRAHL
ZEMAELNANSSFHEL. MEETIHHMEERK,
MEFEILRARFEFZIHLFMZFE, MRl ZfE, i
BERFRETHRFEL, REBEF/\BROhTEEFNN
T )L F RGN, EFEREHEHTEMRRE, KT
AR HEWBIRE T RIE S, MihAEMEH—
RNPERLFEGE, B, )L FEEUFLAILE, &
DMEHNEFE I RIE, HIXRBINSINRREER, BREAFER
=, JBRMBERLEFHOLY, BARAMRXICFHAR, B
RN AKIFERE, HBIFERGFMILIIhEM, L3
BRI T R ROIR A B U RS EE R FFRIERE A,

RIDRBTZRORR, ILBREFEFFNE, NTARHR
EERFRHBIDEFEE. RR: "Bk, BHBEEEHRRY
MXRZE, EFEHRIEEEAL, BEREEZMBNHER, 3
PN RREARAREN BN EEBBHR (Peter Bol) B—THR
DH, BMNASEE—TPEDLEEE, ITENEMTT
XTHEERERMNMERINENER, B ER UEXM
TIEFEESENR .

BT
TITRIREIR

N /FLHEE Chinese 163 Student

EHAFZREFTEARPOEEARE TOADFER
1, ERGBHTEMEFNMRIME, KRS MIHRE
XAUEW, MEESNRZES), AT, FP. £&K
(EFR. TFRINEIES. B RBBRAERGRZLI B
By, RtRESRGRENIARE: "HEEBREM TS
H, —TRHREBFLEEBERZBERNTE, ARZSIE
HYEV, MEMITEHRECEZIFE /19, RSZUBNR
TRV X AR A DA RS, XBRHR—RNFE, 7
MHLHNRZNER, MEARSARNREEFEZLLE
DR, BRBUALEMNSE SN —EHE, BATIIAR
e, AN HRNEXESLERD, EREXERREN
=, RE—RNFEZHRITXE SR,

FNTEMRZR, URRFEREGRZHEXTZR, IR
FIEBRDNEE B MR G RREBEENZREALLPEL
NNEBESZ, ERARENE, MEBRSAEPEEFER
PG, LEANERMEE RENENER, HRRTRBBERER
XEFIXAZLEH, IFNLHREPREER LR, B
EXEHAE., W, XENARETHEHRER, LHEETH
Eppsedus, LEAREEHIR(Liz Perry), MEFERBR, X
EEERRAEANEF, BRI HII80H,



B Imihix

2017 YEARIN REVIEW

BASTRRHEE—NREE (MRBLIUE, EHIR
AFFEFRRFOETHE) , BRLMERRIBHA
2. RIBHNE, BEFRAFRT/\ES, MUBET#E
AAGHIOTR. HEF, “FEAFNEEAS, E—1F—
ROHTHE, ZEATREEE, ‘RUBHEY, KB
LERFOEEE, KNP FRILR BRIk, B
625, REBOHNPEAFNEEDAFWEEHEREE
h: CHET T BEDOREHNE, RSPEABHBINAS
BRZEE, ENBNTZEEE—#APEESNERNE
AR, TEBRMIZRERER S SEOS &, HT
RRREE, RAEHES. BIEER, TRMBIHFTHE
ZEESTRMAENNR, I THRERERIA,
M2, ZEARLWAEHENESbRTENRTE, E
RREENHEOR, BEBTEME, SHTRRIN
269, BNLHERTRSAALN, AT, ZEALHEMOR
REERNTATAG, XtLrESSHELEES 0,
LIRS RIENTES, FRNAEILSS, RIERENDE
2B, RFENRANEN. BlRE, TENZEREHE
SEASBERNE, ERIMEZERNFR, BERIETEE
ARUHIIR, ARREABONE, BIOZERN R
R,

BT EEASAE N4 S ERaFEREHESS),
REPESSHEONE, REUBYENAALERANT
B Mo BNERR, F-EERSEERATENEE,
BHHEETES, BNENETENZERAI R T
WER, TEANZEARES, ETRNTERZER—
BRUATBRER. RHBEEE0ENRFRDHF— 2R
EHANSE, RESHRTEBRSISEROAR, hl
B, BHEALRRE, FILRAANMNE, TRERIIT
SURNGF AR, BURHERFNLE, BRHE
A—tt, BEBRETEERSIKEBNALETE.

YRR BUBEBORERN T HLETH AT

H. F—TE2MEANeBEERMNABEERNE. 25E

10

HRNARERXTRANE RIRERINERN D MBI UKL
AR EER—ERitof. £5—HHE, 011
BE—TBERNEIEE. MINMRENSERSXEHERE.
fRIEZSh, RABBIBEEFESE-—RFINARANE, E=
ATRENBESHAFZENEXER, SBEMINARES
=, EllpyH AN EEEST, EERENE, —f&
2T AFNABINEEREAFHAE.

HAMRITIEREXR, TEHREHBERNRAH, RIERHR
W, "MTAELEREN"TFTE, EEHAENNETZ
AT HRRRMAERL KR, LUSHEENHEBEERE,
EXHMBBELE, FE—EMNEEFRS—THEREFNXR,
MERERUE, —BEEEEFEA—TEZNFEIBF,

HR M FHEUBNIIRSEBTLE L. M2009FF|
2013%F, HUEBEZESHNNE, MEMHEZEEFEEFE
B, MaXtNHEHENH SNARAERG, X
RN R AT RN EEZMEAARERN, XENHLZERT
RERBIFL, RERRXTEERTEEB: "BRESHAEN
XA, WERIEXMH, MNIRENEX T HTES
—LEXREER, IMTERTEEFLN, ER2IREEN
PENARBES —ERERN, LEAESERZ A A EF K
M, B HENEAFNER, WREENPE—HESE,
RIAERERFA?

&E, RARSEHFEERRR, RERZSERERA: 5
, MRAFE-ITREENMRAT, MRARIERAN L
B, ERKBUaft, EEBNXKEWA, mMEREMETZEIMN
ERXANGFHT, FLCRMRY REXCREAER, BERR
BRENZAUEMNRT, MERRNEENAZRLEIERNLE
RRZ, BIERE tEdbR%F, PRANZE TMERZ R
HEL, "BERRBEBENEE, BN
BURRRREGE—F, BRGHEER
R, BBRAFTARRHR. RIRIRMD
HNRXACROZEER, Hil—8BF
Z, E=BH!

XEER.

R vy

FHFFo

ERXMo

o A= e e

VB A

FAIRBANK
CENTER
FOR
CHINESE

STUDIES




B Imihix

2017 YEARIN REVIEW

Professor Liang Chen of Nanjing University is a current visiting
scholar at Harvard University’s Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies.
Professor Liang’s research interests include modern Chinese social
history and higher education history. Born and raised in Yangzhou,
Jiangsu, Prof. Liang received his Bachelor’s degree in History and
Economics from Peking University and his PhD in History from
Tsinghua University. Professor Liang, his wife, and their four-year-old
son moved from Nanjing to Cambridge in August. He decided to
come to Harvard to continue a research project with Professor Peter
Bol and to make connections with the many leading scholars of
Chinese history at Harvard. In addition, he wanted his son to have
the opportunity to learn English and attend pre-school in the United
States. It has been a pleasure getting to know Professor Liang and
seeing him every day at the Fairbank Center. Although he is very
busy with various projects, he is always extremely friendly and
helpful. | very much appreciate his willingness to sit down for a
interview for the Chinese Language Program newsletter and to give
me insight into his current research projects and views on America’s
university system, among other topics.

During our interview, | was interested in learning more about
Professor Liang’s motives for coming to Harvard as a visiting
scholar. According to him, “first, Harvard is the best university in the
world, especially in the field of Chinese history. Harvard is home to
many exceptional historians of China. Secondly, | am working on a
research project with Professor Peter Bol. We hope to work together
because we each have separate databases on officials of ancient
China and on those who passed the imperial examinations. We
would like to combine our two databases.”

Every year, Harvard’s Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies
welcomes around ten visiting scholars. During their time at Harvard,
they undertake various research projects, give lectures, and attend
many of the Center's community events, such as the Mid-Autumn
Festival, Lunar New Year, ping-pong games, and afternoon tea time.
Professor Liang notes that, of the things he loves about the Fairbank
Center, “there are two main aspects. The first is that the Fairbank
Center always has many famous scholars giving lectures on various
topics. The lectures are very engaging and touch on topics that |
have never thought of before. At the Fairbank Center, we have
opportunities to meet the best scholars and they discuss topics that
are rarely discussed in China, such as politics or contemporary
affairs. | thought that because we study history, we don’t pay much
attention to contemporary issues, but here we have many
opportunities to hear from the best scholars on some of these
issues. My second favorite thing at the Fairbank Center is the
availability of research materials. Fairbank’s Fung Library and the
Yenching Library have more resources than similar libraries in
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China. The materials here are very special and unattainable in
China. In my time here, | have found many precious and helpful
research materials, for example Qing and Republican era
resources. | didn’t know about this before coming to Harvard, but |
think the wealth of resources in the libraries is one of the best parts
of being at the Fairbank Center.”

Professor Liang enthusiastically continued, “another benefit of
working at the Fairbank Center is that the professors here need no
introduction. The majority of the Fairbank Center professors are
well-known in China, in particular the Chinese historians, such as
Professor Liz Perry. Everyone knows the Fairbank Center professors
and has read their books. For professors from China, the
application to be a visiting scholar at Harvard and to work alongside
these outstanding professors is extremely competitive.”

Although this is not Professor Liang’s first time in the United States
(after receiving his PhD, he spent two years at the China Research
Center at Michigan University), this is his first time at Harvard. As he
has spent the past eight years teaching at Nanjing University and
possesses a nuanced understanding of China’s higher education
system, | asked him to compare Harvard University and Nanjing
University. According to Professor Liang, “the first difference
between universities in China and the U.S. is that in America,
universities do not have a gate.”

Professor Liang further commented, “China doesn’t understand the
education system in America. Many Chinese people complain that
our universities have many problems and we should emulate
America by giving students more interview or creative opportunities,
or emphasizing different abilities beyond just test-taking and rote
memorization. This view is logical, but they don’t understand the
risk, reality, or effectiveness of the American system. In China,
parents, to a certain extent, are more attentive when it comes to
their children’s education. It would also be risky to change our
education system in ways we don't fully comprehend. Universities in
the U.S. possess vitality and foresight in their research. In middle
schools in China, children do not have creativity. While the higher
education systems in the U.S. and China both have problems,
scholars need to do more research on these topics. Everybody has
feelings and opinions, but currently there is not enough research.”
We also discussed in what ways American universities should learn
form their counterparts in China. Professor Liang has a deep
understanding of this topic: “my opinion is that we should not take a
practice from China and directly apply it to the U.S.; this is not
suitable because the two countries are completely different. Also, in
China, people do not understand that the U.S. is an immigrant
society and an immigrant country. | believe that the foundation of
America’s vitality is not its college education, but more rather its
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ability to attract students from around the world and to mobilize
diverse talent. | think this is what America should aim to preserve.
For example, Harvard students are excellent because even though
the university is expensive and difficult, the best students from
around the world come here to study. However, in China it is
different. The best students from around the world will not likely to
consider going to China to study.”

Professor Liang’s research is also outstanding. His main motive for
coming to Harvard was to continue two different research projects.
The first project is to analyze and compare his database with that of
Professor Peter Bol. Professor Bol’'s database contains information
on the family backgrounds of Song Dynasty officials and those who
passed the imperial examinations. They are currently working on
statistical analysis of this database. Prof. Liang has a similar Qing
Dynasty database and hopes to combine his work with Peter Bol’s.
In addition, Prof. Liang recently published an article on university
students in Shanghai during the Republican Era. He analyzes their
social origins, including their family backgrounds and educational
experience. In the article, he explores the different kinds of people
who were able to obtain university degrees during this period of
China’s history.

Over the course of our interview, we also discussed U.S.-China
relations-in particular, the benefits of academic exchange.
According to Professor Liang, “starting from the end of the 20th
century to the early 2000s, America used cultural and interpersonal
exchanges to develop relationships with China. Tsinghua University
has proven a great model of this strategy. In terms of culture and
education, China and America have always maintained a relatively
good relationship, and China considers America an important
model.”

| also asked him about Hillary Clinton’s well-known idea of “people
to people” diplomacy. From 2009-2013, when Hillary Clinton served
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as Secretary of State, she encouraged more American students to
study abroad in China. In addition, she funded new programs to
support U.S.-China exchanges. According to Secretary Clinton,
‘people to people” diplomacy is extremely important to America’s
overall foreign policy and will result in a more empathetic society.
Prof. Liang agrees with this notion: “I think Hillary is correct. She
understands different cultures, and if our two countries promote
more exchange in this realm, it will certainly be beneficial to
U.S.-China relations. The U.S. also understands that Chinese
society is not as open, and that in certain realms, such as national
defense, China will not be accommodating. However, in terms of
education, if the U.S. and China work together, how could there not
be a beneficial outcome?”

In closing, Professor Liang enthusiastically encourages Harvard
students to travel to Nanjing for several reasons: “Nanjing University
is considered a very important research university in China. Nanjing
is not like Beijing or Shanghai. Beijing is China’s political center, and
Shanghai its business center. Nanjing focuses more on culture and
academics. So, if you are interested in Chinese culture or science,
then Nanjing is an ideal place for you. Furthermore, the cost of
living in Nanjing is much lower than in Beijing or Shanghai. Also,
Nanjing does not have as much pollution as Beijing, so life is more
enjoyable.” | agree with all of Professor Liang’s opinions and they
align with my experience living in Nanjing. | hope to return to
Nanjing someday and see my new friend Liang Chen.

We wish Professor Liang and his family safe travels on their return to
Nanjing in July, and hope to see them soon.
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On October 29, 2016, Hu Haibo and Ying Jie of Harvard
University and Zhao Congmin from Phillips Academy
Andover made a joint presentation of “An Integrated
Approach to Chinese Language Learning “ at the 2016 New
England Chinese Teachers Association annual conference.
The presentation analyzes the results of Harvard University
freshman exams and of newly introduced questionnaires,
introduces the teaching models of Chinese classes at
Harvard and at Phillips Academy Andover, analyzes
difficulties that instructor face in bridging the gap between
Chinese education in American secondary schools and
universities, and offers suggestions as to how to meet these

challenges.




HFI

2017 YEAR IN REVIEW

QR n] {58 & FE
M“ii”i% I-EJ “zﬁ”

From Clarity to Eloquence:
A New Approach for Teaching
Advanced Chinese

RE: RRBRENERZ, WELSREF S EMESHIER
. B ERME=TTERESRIAREND, MUREIME", &
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Abstract: This presentation discusses how instructors can
improve advanced learners' productive skills to the level of
eloguent expression. Based on interlanguage analyses, three
empirical studies examine skills improvement from three
perspectives - accuracy, appropriateness, and complexity -
and propose corresponding new strategies for teaching

advanced Chinese.
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Employing OPI principles
in Course Design
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WU EFFEIBRSPXIESEN . HMBEERITRIRNE S
—MANERME, BEZTAEMBN, T —RIBETE.
BE=MAENHELE, HAEEREDSHNFER, MRERS

FEICIC., B R, 2. HERIRITESNEHEET].

Abstract: This research project aims to bring heritage Chinese
learners to discourse-level language ability by employing Oral
Proficiency Interview principles as a curricular framework. It
presents a coherent and fluid curriculum design for heritage
learners. With different approaches and target skills, participants
can choose the methodology best suited to their own teaching
practice. The outcome of three methodologies, reflected in various
surveys, will be discussed and will show how these methodologies
help students to move beyond memorization and basic
understanding and develop their ability to apply, analyze, evaluate
and design.
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A Discourse Analysis in Heritage Learners'
Chinese Writing Errors with Pedagogical Implications
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(University of British Columbia) —FZFAMENIL175
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Abstract:

Writing, as one of the four skills for acquiring a language, is
an important indicator of successful language acquisition. It
is also the most difficult skill for learners to acquire,
especially at the discourse level. Many discourse errors are
found in the written work of advanced L2 Chinese learners.
However, previous research on Chinese learners’ writing has
focused on errors made by non-heritage students; errors
made by heritage students have received less attention.
Halliday (1961) distinguished three discourse functions: the
ideational, the interpersonal and the textual. Building on his
framework, this study seeks to discuss the nature and
causes of errors in heritage students’ writing. Pedagogical
implications and suggestions for further research are also

provided.



WhEET 2017 YEAR IN REVIEW

RAEWGTIR T

/B2 #] Chinese Bx Student

MRZFERN, EAFHREHMGETIa—THE RETIRMBEHIRE =2 A—F, RTWNEDE. BEH
. BRZONEZERNEGE, REF[EATNERA, GIMR, 1B, BRY). hEEDFFHLEREE, BRAMTHHNSS

WmEs, MRAFMEE, ©g LROIHMEMXEIRKRS, X RAE, AIRHERZEE. B2 AWRLTWMEIAZ AN
EAENR, BEEMHS BIARKRY; REWIRHD BXRIR AERXMW, BREEERRE, AREEESMN. HREZE
SBERARNXR, HFEEMIRTEMIBLR . KREWUED RrE . IREBfie REErNERT S AENXM, B

B, ERHT RIANEFNE, MUEDT BIXREMRINER, W, EEFEE—1 A EI‘Epcot’, TE “World Showcase”
BABINENSNE, MU ERIINITELI, HRATH, M RNEZERZENHSMAIUSURNMER ., READH AT
RSRA . STHHEHEAENEEARE B LN MMEBASFEREESS! RE=ZMNRHERNSSMEEINEE
2. —, 4. B, B, & &, ft. Z#E. BEBEIRE.

MRE=ZARLWMEMIEE, tIIAARASMEXEHA IERSAe T AL EMMREE, PEEDHNEENSHE
—iF, FORLW, BMeERTEEN, —=/G5e, —5/L4 S PRBAYT RGBS HAME, XE—NMFND: S

B8, —=)LA® MRA=ZHE-TATRE, IFNE, BE  IRag=@alRgE®y, biliEeemeststs b
RE, ANERR, BKIEKNE, BRRE=ZZtHBEEMEF SRS AT
M, B222— D EERIIET, THRBEBNRA.

16



WEER

2017 YEAR IN REVIEW

RERFIRH I IRXERNRTEE—R/LE, BZHB
EHRABREBONBE, WRZBFAEKR, HREMEFR
FEZNMIR, EN—TEINE. BRPANFE, (]R3
REZEERST BN, FINEIEZRE[YE, BEED
BR. &8, WNFEBLZEMEIR, BEFINE A
H, BHBE/LTFINR, AIEMERELM], BAREILM
LIRE? R, BLARERMTLURE? HRGM, 7%
T inmEt iz, IEHFER—TE28 P DAREE LS E1FRY
R, BEEELN, BREBAE L, X7, HLT—
NIZFHR, MITTOEER, BEPXBXENR, ERRET —
TEH, BERALTWEE—FTEERT. BETWHDES
RIRZSARNAE, REANNLERFENTUEEHFES
%, PIMIRERITFEFENT, UEPIMEIEREIE,
BAARRXTEE. BERARTEFTRERE, BEHR’F
FAEERFHOENANIZA M, EIRERNOE WML
RER—TEREK. BINE. BAIINFE, RAREERD
TR, A, BABAZRISARNGSE, BEER
RUREHR, iR, BRIBERIAOEF R, (BEHRDEMHE
ZPTAHRN, BFOEFERAEN OEFZHEREXE., Mk
PGNP EN T NEERSHIE, BRENERSH
EMERERERE. R A NESAENEE BXET
RN E, & T HRXEBNE L,

FIRUEFPERBENRA, PAIANFEERKENLLE KR
RENERE, —THERSNABERBGS IR, X

11

FE, BRZAEGEA, ENIK. HEIK. BIRFLIAG,
NEKI, BABER—THT TRENEE. PRSI
TELR, RAK—EIIZ, BEE2ANE, FBEES—
AZEHemenway R BIEHEIE, TGS RN RI BOARFAR

R, AIRAEAREEEDLL A&, FHiEEHemenway
BWHEEIR, FREZRNEEKRE £, Hemenwayx 7!

AT AL ZNEN NS BERETNE, MAFE—RILA
Sr. AN, BE—NFEDRET, MMUBAIENREFIE
HIR, B IR T 9FARK !

RERBIE, METSIEMEXR; NG AR
BRORIURIFAR, TS0 ERZERERZURE
&, BAENONSINRBINE. REIARNFZE, KFER
NFTEE, 8MFHERFSHBNELY, MUKRFEN
EEAEEFE | MRMMENEES SR IIE, pIUSNE
RISLBUARER . ERERCIBREMNNF AT UNEE ., B
ENNEF, FIAEXES N College Events Board”, ZHLAEEN
KFHES, College Events Board it 1—0F/EAHM
SRR, BAFE, FEECSHMEG—ADYF, MK
FRHNINSMGE—RBDEM.

ERFE, FRERELFNVREE, HLRIFNES
2. MEERZARMEZFE., ZMARARFOBLAER. K
FUFEXIFG, XARR, 2—TRHUE, KARNINE.
&a, HEREEEFINEEHETE, XFEAFUILE
CHRFOFEREGEAIN, ISR, MR




2017 YEAR IN REVIEW

\
S

FRYYIHy— B

/oK EaptizE Chinese Bx Student
FEENSSZ:

WMERK! HIARMZEAEEERNT, AIRRAESIRMNE—IE. FEWBREEK
PIARFNLERTIR—1E,

MNBERFRTE, RAXHEEHRECHTXEN, RMIFECE—%, BME
MIEFREW T . RRE—FNINRMFIEBENR, PAIMNBMNEEN/\BhT R, Ehh{fHH
NRIET =R NAEEERARNFEZEFNPNORER, HRAFT—1TFH, J2H0
PXEZKEL TRS, X TRANTBIE—TFHZRFE00TXF ., FARRESMEEZINR
BLZTNF, BERDVANSEEERFXEMFRNE—HEENET ., X7, FFTFHE
RIE— IR ZEAE AR SOR. BrIEEI A B A OB —E P ERRA T !

AR =R AR? WRERRR, RIIMTEAMZIERENESITIT. HALEIRTR
PDRESTZE, BEEH%., IR, MIIBKXERBEAT, £EMZIB/EN—RIL, HES
BERRIVBMIZEXR, T8, BAEDPHFEMNIT FAUEHIZEEMHD . oSN
ZEE— 1 PINFEZZ—RIL —TANSREFTERSEFTZREN. &E, BEXF
Fin: BELB—RJIVE! BXBXZE, MR, WRENEBRE, SFCEBRET R

JLESE; AEEXREEREREN, EENSAREATFERE, FICE/LEME, NMEXTH

FERYE, RENF G, AEKB—OTE, FTHIMEEMNFEHELT ., MRAEHFES
FHREHE, BT IAEFXFM .

BEEBAERREREMRNIMTEAT . BAEMRMNISEBON, BRIEMENR, MmE—
PTEAN, FIUARIFRE, J2HEEMNITE/REER/ILETN, RESARZRE MDA
TIRRIT. (B2, PBINAREL! ITR—HHS) L ICMEESMNHEER, REAERI/LFM
NRREATRA—TA, FRE, BIEEETNERRE—RLE—REFN! SFHNEER
FHEOTEXRICEENSAEERE, AHEEED; B —RANSFHREN, HETRTH
BEX T —THIITHNEFFER, tlEEBRTERESHERES —XNFTELER/LLRT!

P —E RSB OANEIERSHAEHE. NRNRAESENTE—MHRT B Xarsl Mk
BRAET! 3R, IHEXKT . B8, AEGIC, BRFOETIRTIIEN. KIRMMREHI
0, MEAAE, ERIBERESABIR, ABEERTAN. MEART, H—FNITH
RET—BH=1H. AL, PPHAEBELT, FAEZBRELT(FHRT . (RX/LFILERE
BHFE)LMERNIHRIZAE: "BRANHMEEARIF T TMMRE! BIRREEBCHSA, o

18

(




2017 YEAR IN REVIEW

e
e
H
ot

PR W AR IR LR RIBIREEN ., FITa TIFAE, EEEMAINERILER, ERJLOINEEE
17 . B LY, ILRRIL, ERFRANL—RILZEE/L. BEERILERELITIREFR
RE RO, AL, AERE—TBATERNARES AL, WA ERIUEIRE 25,

N7, B—ERRXOBERERARXMEA, =28, I, ERBRZAR. AN
BEET, MI—MAS—HT/\TMEE. IMRNNAREEERNER, BAUEERTFER,
FHAZXEBZKBREET? WERBRENE T —RBREIMESIERI, XERMNEN. X
XE)LBRAL. MREEFREBROZAZL: FNRFEH DA MAPXIRSFIHNIKIEN FE
BITEXAREFA) , REZWPX, ERAREMEILE! REHEERAE: KEoHEE
ANEBITAER, EABRAE LS T, FIAXE—HRAERNER, HANBERE LIBLEER
T BT BERRRIX N EARER B,

FH, BT, FF, FEBREZRTNMEIERE, AT LNBMHEFEIR, B
£, NEBEEEREER, REIR. 1Y), BRELTTEBARFEZUROIREER/L. B
REM=ERIEEIRIT! BRI,

1
SR,
ABUE!
fRATROFNF,
RIS RS

12890 L F T+ R EFTMEFEE 4 /R252 Beacon Street

EENA

BNRFEIRFEER., BABLEENR, EERREEEERIL
IMFIRIAIEFRASHRARN, RRBARFBEEERNRE—F.
ERHREENERTHRARN, VMRS EEMERZNFEN
£, FEX—FHNFXRESERNRERE! Bt/ESFIRIMFR
SR EFFRIR G RE KRB FARMINIR A RS, FaIHEELT

BUENIE, BAIRRIAR/ N,

My name's Damon Zhangchai, and although | was born in Chengdu,

China, | grew up in the Bay Area as well as in Santa Fe, New Mexico. I'm

in my last year at Harvard Law. Spending my formative years in New

Mexico meant | didn't get much exposure to Chinese culture growing up,

but fortunately a year's worth of Chinese classes at the College has
certainly helped with that! | also intend to leverage my newfound written Chinese skills in my capacity as a
corporate attorney in the venture capital sector. My interests include hip hop music, weightlifting, and science
fiction.
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Hello! My name is Samantha Tham. | hail from New York City and am a first-year student at Harvard. | am currently living in Holworthy, but will be
residing in Winthrop House next semester. | have not yet decided what | want to concentrate in, but am thinking about biological sciences. In my first
year at Harvard, | am extremely happy that | took Chinese Bx, because the teachers and students are both smart and hard-working.
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My name is Alex Cohen; | am a freshman at Harvard College; and | am from Phoenix, Arizona. Since | was

young, | have had an immense interest in Chinese language and culture. In 7th grade, | began taking Chinese

classes. At that time, | was worried | would never be able to master the Chinese language; however, after 8 years of perseverance, | finally
understand various aspects of Chinese grammar and idioms. | have always thought that the process of learning Chinese is like the poet Li Bai
says: “ With deep persistence, one can grind even an iron rod into a needle. ”
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My name is Shijung Kim, | am from Seoul,
Korea and | am a second-year graduate
student in Comparative Literature. Though
currently researching the aesthetic legibility of
modern East Asian arts from the perspective
of French anthropology and translation
theories, | would much rather be cataloguing
late 80s to early 90s wuxia films or

conducting culinary fieldwork in Hunan.
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BIITRBNE, EZ, BIFIERBFTFNNE, KRS



WELTE

2017 YEAR IN REVIEW

T —HHHARNE, O RMNEEE ZANE, BRZ
FEYHANREYABTRROFEL . FREWEERNNMEHK
THRZEE, MERS THRNEERR. AL, 25—TR
PR E—EBIB TR T ERE R,

BEROMAMOEIER, BREIRNESHIHOM
=ik, B—K, B, “REREBZANELRIRI? "B
B EHANEN! FRFAJLFERT, PRUET ESEHBA
FIZROBRYY . KR, BEMOREZERARESE, &RHFlZ
A, AT AMMEIRERIFIZAE? XN ERNhEER L&
BETRIEID, MERAMAIRTH 7 ILFE. ENTRY
REEHILZ, FAUASMNFRART (AT MEURICHER
HRORHME, FB—ERTFHFREBMA), AR {EEST
EbrE.

PENERE FILBE . AY, ERRXBXIZFA
¥, ZFREROZERFECHRE, EETEM(), XtF—
#, FILELHENR? EAE—NXELEZEE CNZFH,
BREFHL. BEXRRNNIORN, BEXBNZFINE
FARBETE, BERESREPEZFANRSENNZS! IR
RN ZFEEZHMOMNEOINE, ZFNFEBEH
PIBESHMENMA . XF—K, IIRAMIZEHLEECZ
FHE L, CEEREEECKENG L, SRXBERN, 15
AFE)LLKBEBR, IRASHREBEEES, EARE
RHERER., BREIBRMENTR, FNZFBERE,
AEETEREER, EABRNRENEIRYT, BABRM(]R
FF AR, ALY LRI AR — 25858 EE | IR
FR-ENNE, EXRE LTI, BEX,

HBERNNER, H—ERERSHEFERIRA,
BE—2/LIRAF T, —=/)LIRFREE, —=JLIR/LFH
W, —JUIRZJLHIR, XFENEETZEENZR! T,
EERH - RLERMBECS, BAZBERNTFXR—ERM
o NTHEMIINIE, BRRFEEFER. REFEALR
INABIILBRNEAEEFRERE, B—ESMAY)LLAZE
I, E52, FEFZRBRSTL., EHR, ILZAINEES
M EREZFINS L, BAEEFEREAUREMAIZA
EMSFRER, BIa0: BERkESE. NBMERIARITITRE, H—

21

PAEZRENRR, MAEIESHAENETE, MRETE
RANEERE,

PEZRTFENZE—TEIIRE, BEAHBULESRZ
FE-TIFEEREENEA, RSHATIRZF MNRKER
FEFRZIHE, LMLRBBEFNSFZS T, EERZ L
tH, XEBANSEM). AY, BEEXEILE, RARBAH
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My name is Ree Lu and | grew up in Provo, Utah. | love to cook,
visit with the elderly, and play the piano. My parents are from
Chengdu, China, and | have one younger brother, who is also a
student at Harvard College. Perhaps the most valuable trait my
parents have passed down to me is my love for our hometown
Sichuan cuisine. | am a junior at Harvard College, concentrating in
Chemistry and pursuing a secondary in music. | am applying to
medical school this summer and hope to someday be a

physician, specializing in end-of-life

care. B oSN
| am also getting married at fa
the end of the summer to
my beautiful girifriend of
two years. While she is

not Chinese, she is

eating our food and
learning our language!

And she is taller than

me.
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My name is Claire Djang, and | am a second year graduate student at the Harvard Graduate

School of Design. Originally from New York, | studied mathematics, studio art, and Chinese language as an undergraduate at Oberlin College. |
later worked in healthcare software before pursuing architecture. | enjoy learning languages and am fascinated by Chinese history and culture.
Studying Chinese is my way of further exploring my ancestry. | also plan to work at a design firm in China this summer.
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My name is Maya Chung and | am a sophomore
in Lowell House. | study Earth and Planetary
Sciences and | hope to be a teacher someday. |
am also the Director of the Deaf Awareness Club
and play the clarinet. Before | came to Harvard,
there was a language barrier between my
American family and my Taiwanese relatives.
However, the teachers and students at Harvard
and the Harvard Beijing Academy gave me the
skills | needed to finally communicate with my
family and learn about our history and culture.
Thank you, everyone, without you | would not be

who | am today.
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Hello! My name is Nathan Lee, and I'm a sophomore here at §
g Harvard. | have two brothers: one a Harvard senior, and the other ‘
only 10 years old. I'm honored to be able to share my story—the
| story is about my relationship with my younger brother, but | also ~ }
¥ believe that it describes some of my personal development over  §
the years since he was born. | hope you enjoy! ]
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Stephen Turban is a senior at Harvard College
studying statistics. In high school, Stephen lived in
Taipei as an exchange student, studying at Jianguo
Municipal High School. At Harvard, Stephen co-
founded the student organization the Franklin
Fellowship (franklinfellowship.com) He also co-
authored a book Your Relationship GPA. You can

follow him on Weibo at [5f—=2fStephen.
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Alan Lam is a sophomore concentrating in Applied Mathematics at Harvard College. He currently

resides in Mather House. He was born in 1997 in Hong Kong and grew up in Hong Kong and

Mainland China before attending Deerfield Academy, a boarding school in the United States. At

Harvard, he is a member of the varsity swim team and the Harvard College Consulting Group. He

hopes that after taking Business Chinese this semester, he will be able to intern in China this summer.
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